Operation 500: shut down Huntingdon Life Sciences 


Animal activists recently held a week of glo¬ 
bal actions with the sole aim to shut down an 
animal testing lab, Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), where 500 animals are needlessly 
killed every day. The world¬ 
wide campaign’s tactics 
have included protesting at 
shareholders, investors and 
customers of HLS. 

On 31 May Wellington 
Animal Action targeted 
Sumitomo, who pay HLS to 
needlessly inject and shove 
commercial chemicals down 
animals’ throats and into 
their skin. Over 25 people 
turned out and braved the cold with incred¬ 
ible energy. The protest could be heard from 
blocks away. One activist managed to slip 
through the police and security guards’ lines 
and caught the ASB Tower elevator to the 
16th floor where Comalco and Sumitomo 
have offices. (Sumitomo own 22.5 per cent of 
the Tiwai point aluminium smelter.) 


Aprotest at a Shell petrol station in Tara¬ 
naki Street took place on Saturday 5 June. 
Shell is a customer of HLS. A ruckus of noise 
was produced by more than 30 people out¬ 
side and on the forecourt, 
using drums and whistles. 
Motorists were boycotting 
because protesters were 
there. Some customers 
decided to join in the protest 
rather than buy petrol from 
Shell that day. One protester 
had his own way of showing 
Shell that the blood was on 
their hands by dumping 20 
litres of animal blood on the 
forecourt of the service station. 

The week of action included a video screen¬ 
ing of anti-HLS actions and several freelance 
protests of phoning, faxing and emailing HLS 
customers in New Zealand. In Wellington 
activists also intend to focus on local vivisec- 
tors and animal labs. Aotearoalndymedia 
Further info: www.shac.net 



Capital’s failure - People’s pain 


The Budget showed no sign of attacking one of 
the most persistent of social ills in this era of 
capital’s stagnation. This country still has 
166,000 unemployed if you count the true 
number and include those who have given 
up askingbosses for jobs. This figure is over 8 
per cent of the workforce and doesn’t include 
those who are in part time work but want a 
full timejob. Ifyou count them it brings the 
unemployed and under-employed figures to 
near a quarter of a million. 

The government’s continually repeated lie 
is that there are about 80,000 unemployed, 
which accords with a capitalist-inspired 
definition of unemployment adopted under 
Roger Douglas. 

So what does the Budget do to create jobs - 
not a damn thing. While rewarding families 
whose breadwinners are in work, it fails on 
the crucial issue of job creation though public 
enterprise. It also continues to penalise 
beneficiaries who get part time work, by 


cutting the benefit if they earn more than 
$80 a week. Another cunning and cruel 
change is to alter the name of the emergency 
benefit and put lower limits on it. That’s 
Labour these days - even when it smiles on 
somebody it can’t help shitting on the poor. 
To do anything else would annoy those who 
own the system and the government. Why 
the Greens wish to commit suicide by lining 
up with this bunch only their naive ambi¬ 
tions can tell us. JimDelahunty 
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150 years of what?: Court vindication: Inghams 
day of action: Police brutality in Mexico: 
Activists harassed: Operation 500: Budget 


Hardly a cause for celebration? 


On 24 May, the 150th anniver- Samuels, John Tamihere, Parekura 
sary of parliamentary ‘democ- Horomia and cohorts.’ 

racy’ in New Zealand, a group of ‘Head circus ring-leader Helen Clark 
protestors gathered in parlia- and her motley bunch of clowns and 
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mentgrounds 
to remind 
politicians and 
the governor 
general about a 
small matter of 
unfinished 
business. 

‘Considering 
the damage that 
both National 
and Labour have 
wrought on race 
relations over the issue of the 
seabed and foreshore and the 
negative impact that has had on 
indigenous dignity, we feel there 
is very little to celebrate about 
this parliamentary circus,’ said 
collective member Joe Mau. 

‘Since its illegitimate inception 
parliament has been used as a 
vehicle to systematically destroy 
the social fabric of Maori society. 
Successive governments have 
continued this colonial tradition 
of land theft, highlighted with 
the impending seabed and fore¬ 
shore legislation, backedbythe 
puppet Maori male MPs Dover 


her cohort 
politician circus 
freaks will be 
having a photo 
opportunityon 
the steps of 
parliament. We 
intend to expose 
this photo 
opportunity for 
the farce that it 
is. The nation 
needs to con¬ 
sider and discuss the issues surround¬ 
ing such alternatives that may have 
arisen had Te Tiriti o Waitangi been 
honoured and what options still lie 
ahead of us to achieve a truly Treaty- 
based nation,’ continued Joe Mau. 

Unfortunately, the politicians were 
not prepared to brave a brisk south¬ 
erly breeze and held their photo 
opportunity in the banqueting hall 
instead. Outside, about 16 protestors 
withstood the cold for over an hour 
with banners, placards and chanting. 
Their chants were heard by the gover¬ 
nor general and formed a background 
to a TV3 news item in which an over¬ 
paid suit mouthed (cont’d next page) 


Coming Activities: 

Thursday 24 June Celebrate Matariki, Maori New Year. All-night gig, 
films, bands, DJs, korero. 7.30 pm-6 am at Phoenix Bar, 13 Dixon St. Koha. 
Thursday 1 July Windy film evening, Newtown Community Centre, 
Colombo St, 8 pm Kilometre Zero (WTO at Cancun) and Whose News? 
Sunday 4 July ‘Independence from USA’: teach-in and potluck dinner, 
Newtown Community Centre, 2-7 pm. peacewellington@hotmail.com 
Monday 5 July 4 pm Gatecrash the US ambassador’s tea party at the 
Skyline Restaurant, Kelburn (top of cable car). Bring noisemakers. 













No celebration ( contd ) 


off in front of parliament buildings, as if that 
backdrop would add validity to his rant in 
the eyes of a gape-mouthed and gullible tv¬ 
viewing public. 

The demo overlapped with another alterna¬ 
tive event, a public forum entitled: ‘150 
years of Parliament: Is this as good as it gets?’ 
Guest speakers included Moana Jackson, 
Ngati Kahungunu and Ngati Porou; Dave 
Guerin, Republican movement; Camilla 
Belich, NZUSA Women’s Rights Officer; and 
Joe Buchanan, a local anarchist. About 60 
people attended and were regaled with the 
possibility of a better system of government 
than the fundamentally undemocratic one 
foisted on the nation for the last 150 years, 
an anniversary which is hardly a cause for 
celebration. Wellington Indymedia 


Court vindicates protestors 


Several cases which arose from protest action 
last year finally came to trial recently. One, 
involving iconoclast musician and axeman 
Ken Vicious, was held on Thursday 27 May, 
having been postponed since last December 
because of overload at the district court (due 
partly to a surfeit of these kinds of arrests). 
Ken was arrested in spectacular fashion after 
smashing a tv set with an axe as the finale to 
an outdoor show given by anarcho-punk 
bands Dead Vicious and The Carnys on May 
Day 2003 (see W((i))ndy Vol. 2, Issue 12). 
Police finally dropped the charges on the trial 
day and returned Ken’s axe after 13 months. 

On the same day a protestor arrested out¬ 
side Marion Hobbs’s office for chalking 
slogans on the pavement (Vol. 3, Issue 6) had 
her case dropped. Last week the remaining 
‘terrorist’ chalkers were also discharged. 

Last year more than 50 activists were 
arrested at anti-war and other demonstra¬ 
tions. Many arrests were made by the SRG 
(strategic response goonsquad) on the catch¬ 
all charges of‘obstruction’ or ‘disorderly 
behaviour’. After long delays and wasted 
days in court, only a handful of convictions 
resulted. W((i))ndyEds 


Inghams day of action 



Enforcement agents of the Peoples’ Morato¬ 
rium (PMEA) stopped deliveries by one 
Ingham’s and three Crean Foodservice 
trucks early on Saturday morning 29 May, 
in order to deliver a message about contin¬ 
ued use of GE-contaminated food at Ingham’s 
intensive farms. Activists then visited the 
office of Crean Foodservice to reinforce the 
message. As a result of the action, it was 
discovered that Kentucky Fried Cadavers is 
also using Ingham chicken. 

‘We are demanding that Ingham makes a 
commitment to a GE-free policy. Until they 
do, they and any of their distributors will be 
the continued target of anti-GE activists,’ 
said PMEA spokeswoman Lenka Rochford. 
‘Ingham has stated that its next two ship¬ 
ments of soya to New Zealand will be from 
non-GE contaminated sources. This is a 
great step. Now they just need to take the 
next step and go completely GE-Free.’ 

Meanwhile in Northland members of the 
GE-Free Sticker Brigade stickered Inghams 
and Inghams customer Brinks Chickens 
products. Supermarkets targeted were 
Paihia Woolworths and two supermarkets in 
Kerikeri. 

Nationally, an email/fax/phone-in day 
was held on Friday 28 May, causing 
Inghams numerous ‘technical difficulties’. 

Ingham is the largest importer of geneti¬ 
cally engineered soya feed into New Zealand. 

PMEA 

www.pmea.org.nz 
Email: peoplesmoratorium@riseup.net 


Police brutality in Mexico 


Demonstrators who protested against the 
meeting of leaders of the European Union, 
Caribbean and Latin 
American countries 
in Guadalajara, 

Mexico, on 26-28 
May were subjected 
to outrageous police 
brutality. Over 100 
activists and by¬ 
standers were 
arrested and many 
were injured by 
police batons. 

They were held in 
five different jails 
and two different 
hospitals and the 
authorities refused 
to release their names or information about 
their condition. Witnesses in the jails re¬ 
ported torture inside the jail. Women were 
forced to strip naked, and men were brutally 
beaten while handcuffed on the ground. Nine 
of the people being held were foreigners, one 


of them severely injured. No visitors, includ¬ 
ing lawyers, were allowed to visit any of the 
detainees. 

Friday 4 June 
was declared an 
International Day 
of Action in sup¬ 
port of the impris¬ 
oned and injured 
activists. In Well¬ 
ington a protest 
delegation went to 
the Mexican 
Embassy, where 
they met the 
Mexican ambassa¬ 
dor and expressed 
theirstrong 
outrage over the 
actions of security forces in Guadalajara. The 
ambassador promised to relay their message 
to her government and to inform them of the 
reply. Aotearoa Indymedia 

See also: Guadalajara IMC 
(www.guadalajara.mediosindependientes.org) 



Police harass animal rights activists in Auckland 


Detectives from Auckland’s Threat Assess¬ 
ment Unit spent 2 and 3 June conducting the 
arrests of four animal rights activists, and 
laying various charges of intimidation, 
disorderlybehaviour andtrespass. Three of 
the activists were subjected to searches of 
their homes, and in the case of one activist a 
relative’s home was also searched, despite the 
fact that she does not reside there. It is 
believed that a search warrant is held for the 
home of the fourth activist. In one instance, a 
female activist was forced to vacate her house 
and remain outside with two detectives, 
while five other detectives conducted a 
search and seizure of items which included 
computer hardware and disks, cameras, film, 
sim cards and diaries, together with animal 
rights material such as badges, leaflets, 
magazines and posters. 


The animal rights community is struggling 
to comprehend the reason for the heavy- 
handed police actions, which are understood 
to be in reaction to a peaceful demonstration 
at a Newmarket clothing store in April. The 
store stocked garments made from the fur of 
rabbits bred and killed under extremely 
cruel and inhumane intensive farming 
regimes in both China and Malaysia. 

The arrested activists were briefly detained 
but released the same day, and three were 
summoned to appear in court last Friday 4 
June. It is understood that police are seeking 
two further activists for questioning, possibly 
in relation to a separate, but similarly 
peaceful fur demonstration early last month. 

Marky 

See also: www.meatfreemedia.com 












